In Search of Excellence

Immediately the tournament ar Weldzheim
was over, Brenda and 1. accompanied by
British Team member. Alison Williamson,
were on the road to Dauchingen. the home-
town of Werner Beiter and the site of his
superb shooting establishment. the Werner and
Iris Center. Werner had invited us to go and
see him and, be present at one ol his enjoy-
able, Werner-tailor-made tournamems which
was to be held on the Sunday.

[t is alwavs a pleasure to see Werner and
Iris and no second invitation was necessary so,
as soon as possible after the tournament was
over. we were, along with Alison. on our way!
Now. I have been 1o Dauchingen several
times: 1 know the way from Calais and T know
the way from Switzerland but. I have not done
the trip from Weldzheim before! Still. we had
Alison with us and she “knew’ the way. So,
full of confidence that there would be no
hitches, we sel off. We arrived in Stutigart in
good time. despite the awful weather and were
passing the Stadium before taking the road 10
the south: after a while Alison declared we
were on the wrong road but, il we took the
next exit, we would be O.K. Driving along we
suddenly found ourselves passing the Stadium
again, and later, again. We were lost but, even-
tually, Alison managed to put us on the right
‘track” for the south. having first negotiated
the centre of Stuttgart.

It was then an uneventful drive 1o
Dauchingen and the Shooting Centre and our
meeting with Werner, and, later, to be joined
by Andrea Parenti (and Rosella), Wiebke

Nulle and Vie Wunderle and later still by
members of the Australian team.

Now, T have written many words (probably
more than anyone else!) about this superb

Centre. designed and built especially for |

Archery and Archers by a man who loves
archery and who has pul a great deal of time
and money into, nol only helping the World's
leading archers to excellence but. to helping to
improve many archers who are not dt that
standard — yet!

Werner was busy — as one would expect!
He was engaged in checking out one of two
Belgian International and Olympic archers
(Paul Vermeiren and Nico Hendrixx) who

“You know your equipment is
alright after a session here with
Werner!”

were there for fine-tuning their equipment
with the aid of Werner's latest aid: a high-
speed camera linked to a computer. The cam-
era (8000 frames per second) was able to
show just what happened when the string was
loosed and how the arrow re-acted. It was an
education and from these pictures Werner was
able to adjust the pressure button until an

absolutely clear path and speedy recovery of

the arrow was accomplished.
By the means of this technology, Wermer

has been able to correct many an archer’s sel-
up. even though they thought it was perfect
and that no fouling of arrow was present. As
Nico said while in the shooting area: “When
vou leave here you know there is nothing
wrong with your equipment. [t is now down 1o
the archer!™

It doesn’t come without a great deal of
work — by Werner and the archer. The light-
ing has to be exact (and this can take quite a
while). the angle of the camera mut be precise
(to give a good picture of the arrow passing
the *button,” etc.) and the archer has to stand in
one position all while this camera set-up is
going on — and undet those very hot lights.

Once set-up the archer is asked to aim at a
small point just below the camera lens (1 won-
dered whether Werner’s heart missed a beal at
times!) and the results are then examined and
then maybe a further alteration of the camera
or one or more of the lights. before Wemer is
satisfied.

Once everything is set correctly the work
hegins in earnest and the archer has to shoot at
the “spot” then wait while Werner studies the
results on the monitor before deciding that a
weak” may be required of the button. This
carries. on until Werner is satisfied that the
bow is tuned and that the arrow cannot come
out any cleaner.

Then the archer is released from his light-
ed “prison” and told o shoot ar the targets,
T0m away, Nico. who had been undergoing
the “tests” shot a dozen arrows and. when he
turned 1o face us, we knew he was happy. in

Top, Left: Werner checks that Paul Vermeiren bow arm is at the right height. Centre left: Checking the position on the mon-
itor. Centre right: Lining up the camera with the laser beam to get the best position/angle for the bow, etc. Left: Having
fixed the camera, the lighting has to be arranged to give the best picture!

Bottom, left: Final adjustment to lighting. Centre: All is well and time to shoot at one of the small pegs on the target mat.
Right: Analysing the result of the shot with the aid of computer in normal and slow motion.
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Having gone through the Check and
Analyse procedure Nico Hendrixx is happy
with his grouping at 70m.

fact, very thuppy! Another satisfied customer!!

A gathering of archers would not be com-
plete it Werner did not hold one of his
“Special Towrnaments™ where the archers
shoot in teams. or individually but, always at
the end. there is something for evervone — no
archer goes away empty-handed!

It hud been a few months since our last
visit and the speed camera and the lighting,
plus laser beams for perfect sel-
ting up of the archer to the cam-
etit. ete., had been introduced in
the long shooting hall. since
then. Not a Jot o actually
observe there but. upstairs, it
was quite different.

The 30m range at the fur end
was stll intact and so was the
10m range but that was all that
remained since last time. The
second 30m range had disap-
peared 1o be replaced by a table-
tennis “simulator™ and the entire
centre of the upstairs hall had
been turned over to a rest and
repair ared. One could sit at ease
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and have a “cuppa’ and watch the proceedings
downstairs on the monitor screens or. at the
long table. complete with flewching jigs, gas
burners and all the paraphenalia that archers
need to repair their arrows, the archer could sit
and make alterations to their equipment.

As one entered the upper hall, the first
room fat one time thought 1o be destined as a
‘gvm’) now housed a golf driving range simu-
lator (apparently Werner spends a fair deal of
time on it!) where those at the Center may
have a litle relaxation away from archery: the
second room, | believe is kept as a store room.

Werner Beiter has made a iremendous dil-
ference to our sport and his agile and inventive
mind has brought many

chinges. 1 have

known Werner for some time and | well
remember him coming to a shoot in

Ludwigsberg (in the *80s, I think) with a lurge
madel of his prototype nock. after having
recently launched his first product, the “hock
point.” He was immediately surrounded by the
comipetitors wanting 1o see what his new
invention was and. as now, he was met with a
barrage of questions.

He has come along way since those days.
He has been responsible for producing some
of the finest quality items of archery equip-
ment in the world and the pame “Beiter™ is
synonymous with excellence and quality.
Now, he has transtormed a ¢ ared intoa
superb. custom-made archery centre which is
used almost exclusively for the Search for
EExcellence. Long may he do so!

Words and Pictres: TED BRADFORD

Werner Beiter is never happier than when

surrounded by archers. Here (2nd left,

front row) he is with archers from Belgium,

Britain, Germany, Italy, U.S.A. and the
Australian team.
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